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the companies of German Landsknechte that they were to retire home at once, and were not to fight the armies of the League. Gaston de Foix, general at the age of twenty-four, heard of this message when he was in the French camp before Ravenna. He felt that it was absolutely necessary to make some decisive move at once, the more so as Louis XII insisted upon immediate battle before his troops were recalled for home defence. A council was held, and the general opinion was that " it was better to fight than to starve," for their supplies were now stopped on every side.
During the night of April 10, 1512, the French general threw a bridge over the river Ronco, and next morning, Easter Day, he led his army across and made an attack on the troops of the League, who were encamped and strongly fortified on the southern side. Protected on one side by the river, in front they were guarded by a line of armed waggons. The battle began with an attack of artillery on each side, followed by a desperate engagement between the opposing cavalry, in which it is said that the Spaniards carried out their usual tactics of constantly taking aim at the horses of the French; for they have a proverb which says: " When the horse is dead, the man-at-arms is lost."
It was late in the day, and already the tide of victory was on the side of the French when Bayard, who was riding in pursuit of the flying enemy, said to the Due de Nemours : " Praise be to God, you have won the battle, my lord, and the world will ring with your fame. I pray you to remain heree King
